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Applied Anthropology 
- Dn. A, AIvAPPAN z 


‘Tho science of anthropology is really a child of the evolution theory, 
‘The year 1859 which saw Darwin's “Origin of Species" published, is the 
atom line for an independent science of anthropology. ‘Till the beginning 
of the present contary, it pursued ite way unnoticed by authority, a play- 
‘ground for the amateur, a recondite, informal and somewhat despised study 
‘making little claim upon public attention or public funds, ‘The situation 
hhas changed very much in recent years, In the United States of America 
lone, there are about 2000 full-time or part-time anthropologists, No 
‘university worth the name in Europe is without department devoted to 
the subject. In our own country, Sir Asatosh Mukherjee when in charge 
of the Calcutta University provided it with the beginning of excellent 
{facilities for the teaching of and rovearch in anthropology. Tn addition 
to the provision for academic work in the subject, several administrations 
in Africa and Australia, now employ Government anthropologists to sasist 
‘thom in handling questions affecting the welfare and Development of back~ 
‘ward tribes and communities. It is more or less obligatory for members 
‘of the higher grades of African colonial service to obtain @ grounding in 
‘exthropology in order that they may be able to undorstand their charges 
‘and their culture otter than by their unaided common sense, Apart from 
administrators, I understand that the Sydney University Department of 
‘Anthropology during the decade 1941-50 trained about 70 missionaries in 
the elements of anthropology, because the missionary is as much interested 
the wellare of his ‘lock’ aa the administrator. Sir Theodore Tesker, who 
was formerly in charge of the I, 0, 8, Probationers' Training Camp used 
to be very particular that the highest claas of civil servants in this mab- 
continent should have some familiarity with anthropology. ‘The reason 
for this is very clear, India with ite multiplicity of castes, areeds, commu- 
nities and languages is not « simple, administrative unit. Place » Mudrasi 
civilian in charge of a district in Assam, and you noed have no doubt that 
‘a little anthropology will make him a better administrator. In spite of 


Adibasi 


the recent inroads on caste, caste still creates sub-nationalities within the 
larger groupt, and s member of one caste unless he is of the extremely 
curious type, knows very little of other eastes even in his own neighbour. 
hood, Tt is not claimed that «knowledge of anthropology will mako a 
‘bad administrator » good one, but it will make good one better, 


‘This change over from a pure academic discipline to one of great 
use to the administrators, missionaries and social workers bsppened owing 
to 8 number of causes, Better academic work was the first among them. 
‘The greatest among thoee who made anthropology & practical social science 
‘was the late Prof. Bronislaw Malinowski, » Pole who followed the foot- 
stops of Joseph Conrad and made England his adopted home. Ihave 
hhad the proud privilege of studying under Prof, Malinowski, as one of 
the dozens of students who flocked to his seminars in the London School 
‘of Beonomies from all parts of the world, literally from China to Peru, 
6 of Prof, Malinowski's seminars 
hhow e born teacher can inspire his 
students, Malinowski refined the field methods of anthropology and 
insisted on what ho called fanctional analysis to discover how each culture 
is e-complerly inter-related super-organie whole, While Malinowski was 
laborating his methods and theories, great changes had taken place at 
Teast in some quarters in the attitude of imperial powers towards colonial 
peoples, Till about 1920, no European thought for a moment that assis- 
tance, not exploitation should be the sim of the white man in control of 
native peoples, that they should be ruled in their own interests, not his. 
World War No. 1 brought about a change for the better in European 
colonial ethics. In the nineteenth century, European administrators 
seldom made an effort to understand the native, for the Buropesn had 
not yet realised that there were other things worth considering in this 
‘world besides the technological achievements with which he had effected 
the conquest of non-Luropeans, ‘The best be thought he should do for the 
native was to turn him into a pseudo-European, Even so great maa as 
Sir George Grey undermined the basis of Maori culture, which resulted 
1m the Maori wats. The mistake which Grey made in New Zealand was 
repeated in other parts of the world with equally dire consequences. 
‘After the first world war, when, thanks to the spread of anthropological 
knowledge, there was a better appreciation of the significances and value 
to tho natives of their own culture, and the wiser among colonial 
administrators seemed to have made up their mind not to uproot and 


2 


Dr. Aiyeppan—Applied Anthropology 


destroy local institutions onless they first understood what exactl 
‘they wete’destroying. From this, to the system of Indirect Rale which 
Lord Lugard introduced in Western Africa was an easy transition, Tbe 
basis of Indirect Bale ia simply this: (a) The institutions of a people 
are closely related to their ethos ; unloss an institution or cultural trait is 
positively bad of against well established, universsl canons of morality 
tand ethics, it ia best not violently to interfere with the institutions of 
colonial peoples. (b) Allow tho peole to manage their affairs through their 
‘own natural leaders. It is soldom that a foreigner sdministering a 
colonial territory is in a position fully to understand the value systems of 
‘the local inhabitants, It is beat that day to day Government is carried 
‘on by people who understand them. The African experiment in spplied 
anthropology is there but it is too soon to say whether it has boen a 
success or not. At the present juncture, anthropology is in a similar 
position to medicine, in that the methods of diagnosis of the social ills are 
‘much more advanced than their treatment, but the administrator has 
begun to feel that anthropologists can bo usefully consulted when social 
strains of the primitives prove bafting to him. An anthropologist of the 
‘Department of Anthropology in the Calcutta University was some years 
‘ago commissioned by the State Government to report upon the laws of 
inheritance among the Garo’. In Hyderabad, an anthropologist was 
asked to prepare the blue print for the rehabilitation of the. Chench 
tho Konda Reddis and other tribes, and I understand that in 
‘the caso of most of the tribes, the ameliorative measures 
suggested by him have been found to work extremely well. 
‘At least one Tndian State (Hyderabad) used to employ administrators with 
anthropological training as welfsre offfcers in charge of primitive and 
backward communities, and-now after Independence, larger numbers of 
nthropologists man welfare schemes, 


After World War Ta large number of predominantly tribal areas 
‘came under the mandates. Now a number of such areas have come under 
the supervision of the Trusteeship Council of the UNO. As Prof, 
Julian Huxley thon secretary-General, UNESCO, said, the science of 
anthropology will haves very important say in the practical problems 
in the administration of territories under the supervision of the United 
‘Nations. 


Thave so far boon denling with some of the applications of social 
‘anthropology to practical administrative matters, There is also the 
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tecond branch of anthropology, namely physical anthropology the 
practical aspects of which I shall now briefly refor to. Physical 
anthropology concerns itself with the study of the nature and heredity of 
‘tho whole range of Variations in the bodily types of fle varions human 
groups, ‘The foundations of the study were laid about a hundred yeara 
‘ago by Blumenbach. With the help of detailed measurements of the 
various parta of the body, the physical anthropologist tries to find the 
norm and the range of variations for the characters he in investigating, 
Lot me give an illustration or two. During the World War IT, the 
Russian army is said to have been the best shod army in the world. The 
reason as given by the editor of the American Journal of Physical 
Anthropology is this : Russian anthropologists were asked to conduct 
foot survey of all the Soviet Stotes, ‘Thousands of fect were messured 
fand the frequencies of the several sizes estimated statistially, and shoe 
factorios thus knew definitely what numbers of each size would normally 
bbe required. have seen some small men in the Tadian army going 
‘about dragging instead of walking in their big boots | A little applied 
‘anthropology and biometry could have saved a lot of such foot trouble. 
Let mo cite another example to ahow how the anthropologist's estimate 
fof the norsoal physical type ie essential in industry, In air cratt, 
especially bombers, it is necessary that tho pilots and the crew should 
have adequate room but not an excess of it as that will be wastage. 
If your crew aro normally men, f¥, 6 in,in stature, to make 
your fighter or bomber for six foot class will bo wastage. For recruit 
‘ment to the various services in the army, various physical standards 
‘azo prescribed, ‘The object in this is to eliminate at th very outset men 
‘who are below normal, It is again for the physical anthropologist assis. 
ted by the physical anthropologist and statistician to say whether the 
army estimate of normality is corgect or not. In voeational selection, the 
‘body types’ euch as the asthenio, pyknie and athletic will be useful aid to 
‘the selecting agency, In health surveys, certain types are believed to be 
perticularly susceptible to infections of one kind or other. For example 
there is s carrent belief that the Negro, os the result of an inherited 
predisposition, ja specially liable to tuberculosis, but recent investigations 
have given tho lio to this popular belief. Various methods are used in 
health surveysto estimate the nutritional status of groups and individuals, 
‘need not tell you how important it is to have some means, simple yet 
not misleading, to judge whether a boy or girl is below or above the 
normal nutritional standard, For this it is absolutely necessary that we 
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‘should know what is the normal physical standard for the gro; 
‘the weight and height for each age group. Clinical and physiological 
testa, apart from theie complexity, are not practicable propositions when 

+ wehavelargo populations to deal with. Hore is « subject in which the 
physical anthropologist oan do very useful work. 


> A.question still somewhat theoretical is about the relative roles 
‘of nurture and nature. We now know vory definitely that the conte! 

‘bution of heredity, i.e, nature, 1s groater thaa that of the environment, 

< Tf nea result of intense study the eugenist and the educationist could 
be told what pattioular defects in a man oF women are hereditary and 

what others are due to nurture, planning for s better breed of mon 

‘and for better education will be far easier than it is today. But to dis. 
amtangle the consequences of nature and nurture in character is not at all 

fan oagy task, Bat the problem has been attacked in reoeut years by the 

‘shady, spread over years, of twine. In the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of 
Anthropology in Berlin, [had the priviloge of observing how thoroughly 

Prof. Bugen Fischer had organised revearch work on twins, In all parts 

ef Gormany be had his helpers and arrangerente were made to cover the 
liven of twins from the time of their birth, and files and photographs for 

, exch pair wore stored in the record room. Similar work carcied out in 
all parts of the world will give medical men and educationiste a world of 

_ data, the significance of which you can easily understand, ‘The study of 

‘wins has already indicated that criminality to some extent is inherited, 

AA friend of mine investigating the bodily character of criminals in jaile of 
Calcutta has suggested that certain peculiar patterns occur with greater 
frequency on tho palms of criminals, Crime isa social disease bred ii bad 
environment, but it sooms to. have also a genetical basis and if the latter in 


° ‘sfinitely proved, radical remedies will be required for the eradication of 
crime. 


T hope T have said enough to indioate to you that ant can 
‘usefully aceumulate the data on the basis of which it will be possible in 
emo measure to control the future of mankind. Tt ean to some extent belp 
industry, public health, medicine and also a better understanding of Man 
himself. The last, I think is most important ina world split up into 
‘groups based on colour, race und ideological prejudices. 
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Most of the-earlier adventures of anthropologists into the applied 
elds were in the United Statos, and they wore connected with Agricul. 
‘ure, soll conservation snd industrial relations, Participant observation 
‘was the chief method used. In the British colonies, the anthropologist 
played the role of the specialist to study ad hee problems and offer advice 
to the administentor. But, as it vory often happened that the anthropo- 
logist could not help being a friend of the underdog (though on very 
‘objective grounds) the colonial administrators found it very inconvenient 
to-accept the advice of the anthropologist. 


Anthropologists wore not themselves satisfied with the manner in 
which they were engaged to give edvice or evaluate the results of 
innovations introduced by Gevernmonts or other agencies. Very often 
‘their work was almost like post-mortems of patient of whose condition 
before: and after admission to the hospital there was little information, 
Actual experiments in the wocial field aro costly and difficult. to organise, 
But in U. §. A. it becomes possible to organise the so-called 
“hetion “Programmes” in which the group ‘experimented’ upon is 
studied before, during and after ® particular innovation. The large-scale 
‘Research-cum-Action programmes in rural sanitation undertaken in 
Madras, Delhi, ete., by the state Governments with the help of the Ford 
Foundation aro the best of their kind tried in India. At ita core the 
ROA programme is like « pilot project in rural innovation with the 
Aifference that our pilot projects are hurled at the rural population who 
are-seldom prepared for them, and their reactions are subjected to a 
sort of postmortem to which I referred earlier. Neurath's study of 
communication problems in Western Indie, under the auspices of the 
UNESOO, is anothor good example of an action programme, Oghs 
‘has recently given the outline for action programmes in family planning. 
Tt ean not bo sid now we do not have the «know-how" of action 
Progeammos, but it is for tho goveramente to utilize the knowledge, which 
is certainly better than spending enormous amounts of money on pro- 
grammes of innovations without first trying them out, 


Note-on the Residence in Wife's House Among the 


Riang of Tripura 


BMARANANDA MoKEERIEE, 


‘Tho Riang, « schoduled tribe of (Tripure, are patrilineal. in deccent: 
and patrilocal in residence. 


‘They have a custom—Chamarikami or Chamaroi toewnai (Chamaroi— 
son-in-law; frewnai—to stay) which makes it obligatory for a man to stay 
tnd work in the house of his wife for thres years immediately after his 
marriage. The marriage ceremony takes place in the hovse of the bride 
‘and since then ho continues to stay there, ‘The father of the bride settles 
‘the marriage on the word of the father of the bridegroom agreeing to part 
‘with his eon for three years, ‘This is an old custom and not similar in any 
‘way to the conventional umage known hitherto as ‘marriage by service,’ 


‘This custom may be e 


w 


» 


antod irom three aspects : 


‘Socio-economic—The son-in-law works like the regular member 
cof bis wife's house for threo years, He tries not to incur the 
displeasure of any one specially the mother-in-law who super- 
‘vines his work. At times he is subject to reproach, On the 
first day of his stay he.has to make oue comb (betra) for his 
wife. Ho works under duress for the first year in the now 
familial environment, 


Mythological aspeet—The Riang consider this euetom us sacred 
‘as it had been laid down by Achw aibrai, the Supreme. Being. 
He wanted to promulgate this usrge in order to safeguard 
‘the Riaog children from the attacks of evil spirits, and 
compelled the primal pair of the Riang, who were brother 
‘and sister, to live together for three years under his care to 
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perform a series of rituals in connection with the welfare of 
tthe child, 


(8) Ceremonial—Ritual performance is 6 reeponsibility of the Riang 
male and no father teaches bis son anything about it in bis 
house, One learns it through the rituals performed by him for 
his own children under the guidance of father-in-law in the 
house of his wife, where one is thus initiated fm ritual 
Procedures, 


‘This is = compulsory custom which none can escape throush 
peyment. This is compulsory even for widow or divorcee re-marriages. 
Consideration is shown to those whose presence and sorvice aro badly 
needed in the parental home and to the widowers and divorced men who 
hhad already stayed in the houses of their deceased wives. 


Incase ® man runs away after marriage, the matters serivusly 
‘viewed, ‘The expenditure incurred by the fsther of the gitlin hor 
marriage and the payment duc to him for divorcing his daughter are 
demanded from the father of the bride groom. 


Considering the implications involved in it, it s wure that the brid 
family gots the economic benelit, which is. loss to the bridegroom's 
house. But it is n0 loss as somebody who marries his sister is compensat~ 
ing the loss, The Riang do not impute any economic motive t» 1 bub in 
‘the historical background of the custom they attribate two motives :— 


(1) initiation in the ritual procedure, 
(@) social adjustment with affina! kin. 


But the situation is now changing otherwite as there is « growing 
Aislike tothe rigid control and restriction imposed on the bridegroom, 
Instead of behavioural adjustment forces of disjunction affect the indi- 
vidual ‘life bringing about dissolution in marriage. 62-06% cases of 
divorce investigated are found to have occurred during the period of stay 
fn the wife's house, Th» factors other than this are responsible for 
37-93% casos of divorce only. 


Problem of integration of the tribals in Indian Society 
B. K. Roy Bormay 


Cardinal to tho problem ander consideration are three questions — 
(1) Who aro the tribals # (2) What is the nature of Indian Sociaty ¢ 
(9) What is tho meaning aod process of tribal integration in euch a 


society t 


Let as tako up the first question’ first. According to Winick's 
Dictionary of Anthropology “a tribe is a social group, usvally with a 
definite ares, dialect, cultural homogeneity and unitying. social 
Organization," ‘There aro at present a fow hundred communities in the 
Tist of Scheduled ‘Tribes of India and their total population is over 
2 crores, If however wo ccrutinise the list of Scheduled ‘Tribes, we shall 
find that thero are barely x dozen ot 40 communities which stisly all 
the above criteria of a tribe. Lot ua for instanco examine the oase of 
‘somo of the Scheduled Tribes in West Bengal. Here numerically the 


areas where thay occur in isolated families. Thus they satiaty one of 
‘the conditions of being tribals, But on the other hand they donot have 
any common territory of their own. They live widely scattered over 
Bihar, Orisss, Bengal and Assam. Further a good number of them hare 
taken to Christianity and rarely the Christian and non-Chrfstiaa Santal 
‘re tupabio of common political sation. Measured in terms of the above 
‘Yard sticks, it is very difficult to justify the tribal level of the Santal, 
Bat neverthelees it is also « fact that in the general consensus of the 
People of Bengal, Santal, more than ang other ‘community, symbolises the 
tribal lifo of this State, The Oraon and Munda of West Bengal havo 
‘mostly migrated during the last threo generations from Cbhotanagpur 
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and other parts of Central India, cither as toa garden Iaboarers in 
‘Jalpaiguri and Darjeoling diatricts oF as indented labourers to cloar up the 
junalo tracts of the Sundarbans, In their ancesteal home the Munds 
peak @ language akin to Santali. ‘Tho ancestral language of the Oraon 

ig Kurokh whieh belongs to the Dravidian family. ‘Thus linguistically ~ 
while the Santal and Munda are closely related, the Oraon are entirely 
different. But in tho tea garden areas, generally the Oraoa and Munda 

faze socially grouped together, ‘Tho Christinn sections among them 
frequently intermarry ; but such inter-marriage rarely takes place bétweon 
Christian Orson or Munda on the one band. and Christian Santal on the 
other. Further in the Oraon and Munds families that ave lived in this : 
State more than one or two generations, it is not uncommon tofind thatthe 

children donot know their nucostral language. They speak Sadri, w corrupt 

form of Hindi, in the Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling districts, and Bengali in 

24 Parganas. But inspite of this diversity of language, the Oraon throughout 

the State and outeide consider themselves to belong to the same tribe, 
Bimilarly, the Munda also, wherever they may live, consider themselves 

to constitute the same people. It is apparent that unlike the Santal, == 
Tenguege in nt a primary théme of the community life of elther the Oraoa 

of the Munda of West Bengal. Kors is another name oceuring in tho 

Hist of the Schedulod tribes of West Bengal, It is however doubtfal 

wrbether there ever oxisted a unified tribe named Kora. Different groups 

of Kora have existed in different parts of the State for long. Some of 

‘them had Munda as their mother tongue, some bad Kurukh, and there were 

some who spoke Bangali from before. Traditional oscupation of thess 

Gifferent groups was eurth digging from which they derived the epithet 

“Kora” everywhere. Ae however Yhey are now regarded as the 

people, convergent development of a common pattern of lite is not untikely 

for them, Hore we find a common tribe emerging out through the xecl- = 
Gent of common cceupetion even though the people constituting ib, are * 
different on all other points. Another important illustration is the Bhatia. 

‘The trite includes among others the followirg groups of people of diverse 
criglo—Amdo (from E. Tibet) ; Sherpa (from E, Nepal); Yolmo (rom 
E, Nepal) ; Dukpa (from Bhutan) ; Sokpo (from Mangolia) ; Denjongpe 
(fom Sikim) ; Tibeten (from Lhasa aren of Tibet). Not only that these 
ifforent groups have different origin, but also they differ from each other 
jn tocial and economic organisation. They also speak different dislects 
hich are not easily intelligible to each other. They consider the Tibetan 
spoken in Lhasa area to be the purest form of that language but very 
frequently inter-group communication in Darjcaling district is curried on 
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in Nepali rather than in Tibetan. ‘The common bond among these differ. 
‘ent groaps is their loyalty to differeat variants of Tibetan Baddhiem. 
But perhaps this alone is not the only bond. The Lepeha and the Tamang 
Of this area also owe their allegiance to different variants of Tibetan 
Budhism. But tho Lopeha are considered a separate tribe; and the 
‘Tamang aro considered as section of the Nepali even though they have 
‘distinet dialect of their own which is considerably influenced by Tibetan, 
Is sppoars that in addition to religion, orientation of the caltures of the 
Adifforent groups of the Bhatia towards a common style of life, which is 
immediately derived from Tibet, but whose ultimate source of inspiration 
for ages in China, has served as the noxus of unity for these different 
Sroups. Bub even then they hardly satisfy all the criteria that would 
justify their being eatlod tribal in the classical senso, 


Summing up the above illay'rations i is fount that’ while different 
soups of people have rallied round selected themes of culture to constitute 
Separate tribes, nono of thom is wholly teibal iu torms of objective friteris. 
Tris stato of affairs is not pocatine ti» Wost Baagal oaly. Bat the position 
‘is more or leas ths suo all over India. 


As a result-soms adeial, scientists hava gone to tho extent of declar- 
ing baat ttibs is « Gotion in proseat day world. They howover ignore tho 
{aot that objective sot up of the present is oaly ono dimension of the lite 
‘of « community ; its history, or rather that history which exists in the 
consensus ot the poople, is su equally important dimension, Seex in 
historical depth, most of the tribes are considered tribes today because 
‘bey Live a tribal life ia the recent past ; and though the outward seb up 
has changed, vestiges of the montal make!up: specially in the field of inter- 
elation between the tribals and non-tribels continue even now. ‘This 
however should not mean that in the field of inter-relation between the 
‘ribals and the noa-tribals.a rigid pattern of the past has been fossilised. 
‘Juss tho revorto is the truth. If appears that frequently the tribals have 
‘sort of ambivalent attitude towards their neighbours. In India more 
than 90 por ent of the tribals claim themselves to be Hindus ; but at the 
‘same time a constious tendency oan be discerned among them, not to loose 
‘the distinctive trsits of their oulsure. Thero is a ewing. towards identi- 
fication with the ncighbours in the social plane sod simultaneously there 
is a relapse to tribal past in culturul and emotional plane. 
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The root of this pendulum morement cannot be properly appreciated 
Without understanding the nature of the surrounding rocial set up. We 
should there(ore tum to,the second point as indicated at the beginning of 
this paper. 


‘Traditionally the dominant theme of the social organisation in Todia 
is caste formation, Even the Muslims and the Indian Chi 
not free from its influence, Under the system, different oocupations, and 
even. at times oceupational techniques are traditionally assooiated with 
Gifferent castes. These castes are arranged in a hierarchy of status which 
however does not follow a uniform pattern throughout the country, 
Multiple fuctors operate in the field ;—one is the relative importance of 
the occupatin concerned in the economic organisation of the arcs; 
‘nother important factor is the historical circumstances in which an 
ungraded people comes to be graded in the easte hierarchy. Tt should bo 
remembered in this connsetion that there was a constant struggle between 
tho Brshmin and the Kshatriya for domination. Other castes also had 
to join tho fray either to upgrade themselves or to maintain the position 
already attained, Tho ungraded tribal mass living ia more outlying 
areas very frequently became the pawn in this power game, ‘There are 
many instances of Ksbatriys kings forming matrimonial alliances with 
‘tribal chiefa to serve their political purposes. ‘There are also instances of 
‘wholetale acceptance’of tribal comuntnitice as being Ksbatriya by Brahman 
Scholars to foster their political end pecuniary interests. Again it is well 
known how in the pait the uboriginaly wore reduced to the position of 
slaves, once they were subdued by the superiority of the Aryans, Tut thie 
is only one side of the story. Side by side another process of social 
‘ecimiletion continued. Tt is not infrequently that the tribals 
voluntarily came under the fold of Hinduism by eccepting low status 
in the caste hierarchy. The considerations that motivated the tribals 
to mergo in the Hindu Society even by ccepting such low 
status in the caste hierarchy have not bean fully explained 
‘by the sicial sclentists. So far as T know Prof, N. K. Beco is the only 
social scientist in India, who bas made some attempt to study this 
problem, He is of the opinion that caste organisation by adsigning 
‘specific occupations to specific castes limited the scope of competition, 
‘According to him the economic security thus ensured by oasto organisation 
‘was the main attraction for the tribals to enter the caste fold. ‘The fact 
that even after joining the caste set up the tribals were allowed to retain 
their own culture, helped to reduce the poribility of resistence. Prof. 
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‘Bose seems to have ignored the fact thet tho larger nan.ber of the tribals, 
that claim themselves to be Hindus, are Ageioulturists by occupation and 
not artisans and craftsmen. Whilo occupational immobility under 
castelam, might hava contributed to some extent to save the artisans 
‘and craftamen from competition, it had prietically no such contribution 
in the field of agriculture, In fact many. of the artisans and oraftemen 
tuse to practiso agrioalture as a parttime occupation even in the past, 
‘Fast as at present, agriculture was the mother of all occupations in the 
Past, Almost any body could fall back upon it as an occupation when 
‘there was no other occupation. As such, economic security, hardly seems 
to have been the prime consideration, for the tribals to enter te fold 
of Hinduism. Bren now, when under more intensive contact the tribals 
feel inclined to denote themselves as Hindus, they aro hardly, if ever, 
found to derivo any additional economic benefit out of that, Tam rather 
foclined to think that more than one consideration determined the course 
of events in the past. It is quite understandable that in the earlier 
stage of Aryan conquest, when driven to the bsy, the sboriginals would 
perforce accept the status of slaves to avoid extermination, When their 
Position was not x0 precarious, they might from time to time be induced 
by considerations of military and politica) security to bergsin their 
status in the caste heirarchy. ‘Then there is the need of intellectual 
steurity, ‘The- more the tribals came in contuct with their advanced 
neighbours, the more they became conscious of the inadequacy of their 
magico-religious world view to explain all the facta of life. They sought 
‘satisfaction in the world view of Hiiduism, The process 
continues even now though with much less vigour as the 
onslaught of, mordemn eeience and technology has much 
corroded the philorophical base of atleast that aspect of Hinduiam which 
in mounted on caste. But to that question wa shall turn later on ; in the ~ 
‘meantime we should cnalyse the considerations that motivated the leaders 
of Hinduisin to accopt the; tribals in the custo hierarchy even by allowing 
considerable account of cultural freedom. ‘Thoro is « widespread impres- 
sion of Hindu tolerance in this regard. Even without rofusing it, I feol 
has an alternative explanation is possible. As/I have remarked earlier, 
‘easte organisation was never arigid structure, There was a constant 
‘move on the part of the degraded ones to upgeade themeclves, Even the 
philosophy of Karmaphal coald not entirely clamp all revolts, In such a 
situation existence of a large ungraded tribal mass operated as a sort of 
recerve pool. Whenever Vaooum was crested in the caste hierarchy by 
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‘ucoetetal revolt of caste, the Hindu Society could draw in from the 
Tetarve pool of the tribals and creste a now caste to fill up the vaccum, 
‘Thore is therefore ne reason to think that sheer opportunism did not have 
‘say role to play in the social dyoamiss of assimilation of the teibala in the 
Hindu Society, 

But the whole context has changed now, Under impact of industei- 
slisation occupational frame-work of caste is rapidly breaking down, 
Concepts of freedom, equality nd justice have also salted the conscious. 
ness of the commen mas. Divine sanction to justify the old Pattern of 
ominetion and subordination as manifested through the hierarchy of 
‘eactes can no longer be invoked. As such whea the tribals declare their 
loyalty to the socio-eligious complex of Hinduism, they do it ia an al- 
together different sonse than what they meant previously. ft no longo 
‘means readiness to sccept low position vis-a-vis the other Hindus as an 
inscrutable decree. It only means readiness to consnciate with others in 
the ideological sat up. The process of this consscistion ovea in tho 
Weological set up also appear to be quite different now-a-days, 
Previously whon the tribals adopted some Hindu god or godpess in thoit 
Pantheon, very frequently they did it by rolegsting their old dsities to 
‘subordinate position, or by exparging them altogether. But now on 
the other hand Hindu deities aro more frequently accepted by way of 
ayecretinm i.e., by Wentifying them with some of the pre-existing 


‘Tho exact function of ayncretism in terms of social dynamics is yet 
tobe known. Kut I have reason to beliove that ite cohesive capacity ia 
very limited. In this connection it may be noted that though a fow 
centuries ago, the Tibetans adopted by syncretism, a large numbor of 

- Tadiao cultural heroes in thelr religious system, myths and folkloces, they 
have remained as far away as any other people from Indian Society and 
ealture, 


In the light of the above it is apparent that traditional method of 
‘assimilation of the tribals in tho Hindu Socicty under fealty of religion hay 
lost mach of its vigour, if mot all ita poteney, Whatever little tendency 
Femains in this direction, is more due to the inertia of collective habit, 


‘We should therefore develop an alternative approach, I shail not 
srrogato to myself tho task of preseribing it, bat I shall try to indicate 
some of the basic considerations that will have to be kept in mind, 


“4 


‘oy Burman—tntegration of the ‘tribals in Indian Society 


developed 
ambitions 
‘Tho constitution of the 
‘safeguards and other special 
of the constitution have been 
Jn the ligh* of the experience gained, 


ing of this paper the tribals of India do 
Different tribos differ from ouch other 

in their prttorn of culture, history and emotional completes, ‘hens 
cennot therefore be any blank approuch to the 
words social situation of exch tribe should be considered ws « ‘unique one 
nd should be dealt with accordingly, connection it may be 
Sptad that one ofthe directive principlet of the constitution of Tndin. te 
that the State should strive to administer & uniform civil eode throughout 
however be democratic in character 

coly hon orgenised in terms of universal values of human civiliestion 
vy attitude of any country. But it, requires 

Lake mount of cultural development before the universality can exit 
{in the consensus of the people. Till such 
{ow level of culture should be allowed to retain their diatmce, 
Directive principle 


5 The confli of cultaralism verrus nationalism shou'd be resolved 
by harnessing both to humanism, 


‘The'task of integration is rendered dificult by conflict between 
coltaralivm and nationalism from two directions, There are many tribes 
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who have cultural tiea even beyond the boundaries of India, Naturally 
they tom between two loyalties. Again inside the country there are 
tome'tribes which ate sproad over more than ono State, ‘Thue for 
instance tho Santal are found in Bengal, Biber, Orissn and 
‘Assam, ‘The tribe is in @ dilémma as to whother its rapidly growing 
literature in every State should continua to te written in 
Roman script, in which a fow books have already been written 
by the Christien minioaaries, or whether such literature in different 
States should be written in the script prevailing in the State concerned, 
Further it has else to consider whother it should not rather give priority 
‘0 the question of intorgration at All Tadia Level and adopt Nagri script 
everywhere, Incidentally it may bo mentioned thot many Santal are 
tare that the latter course wonld be helpful for maintaining woparate 
identity of the tribe, as in that ease, the Santal living im different States 
‘would be able to reid the sume Santal literature written in Nagri script, 
The consideration of cultural distinctivenoas has again inspired some 
Santal to prepare a'new script of their own. Tt however has not become 
popular yet.” Iti apparent that whatever courss be taken in the long 
rum, is boand to ereste certain complications, As auch no solution of 
the problem will bs « right solution it attempted with a parochial frame 
‘of mind cithor by she tribals or the non-tribals, It will be possible to 
tmako s balancod approch to the quretion ouly when it is remembered that 
no calture ean sustain its vitality for long if it does not contain the olan 
of the universality of man. Not only in the particular case described 
above, but in every situation of conflict, the firet attompt should not be to 
discover any magic formula that will evaporate the problem straight 
‘away, rather there shoald be sustained effort to educate both the tribals 
tnd non-tribals sbout the psychological and ethical hazards inherent) in 
(nao the propse cliinste for approach to problem on 
s croated, the process for its solution will perhaps be set 
tintive of tho poopie themselves. 


‘ 


The Birhor and their World View . 
‘Dmansrpmar Prasap SINTA 


In the prosent paper an effort bas been mado to examine tho World 
‘View of the Birhor on three broad aspects :—~ 


(i) the Birhor themse! 


(ii) the Birhor and their Supernatural World, and, 
(Gil) the Birhor and their Natural World, 


‘Toe materials for this paper have been drawn from the larger re 
basis of field investigation which he carried. 
jot in 1957 in two of their settlomen's, One of them was 
‘the colony of the wandering Birhor founded recently for their 
ehabilitation by the Government at Jahenzutua situsted in Bishonpur 
Police Station, at distance of 8¢ miles from Ranchi town, The other 
was their original Jeaf-but settlement at Banari situated at a distance of 
five miles away from the former, The data incorporated in this paper are 
‘based mainly on observation, interview and the case histories of the 
elected Birbor of these settlements, ‘They havo been supplemented with 
their folk tales and anecdotes, It should however, be noted that in course 
of the field work only male mombers of different age grades were inter- 
viewed, ‘The paper therefore has a limited scope, 


THE SETTING OF BIRHOR LIFE: 

‘The Birhor settlements lis on the plateau of Chotanagpur, especially 
‘in the area which is covered with dense forest. ‘The average elovation is 
‘same 2000 to 3000 feet and inorder to reach them one has to go off the 
‘track through bushes and shrabs and small cliffe. The sottlement which 
‘is called in the native dialect, Tanda, invariably is situated close to a 
stream or river. Wandering people, as most of them aro, hardly think of 
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digging well which is the general source of water supply for the most of 
the neighbouring tribes of the ares, ‘Their huts which are made of leaves 
‘are purely temporary, and it docs not take a day even to erect one such 
hhut single handed. ‘The huta are of conical shape, hardly 5 to 6 feet high, 
‘with an arched narrow entrance. One has to eteep in to get inside, It is 
‘not porsible to stand inside a hut excopt at the centre. A Tanda has 
nearly 10 to 2) Kambas (leaf huts). Tt comprises of « sinsll migratory 
‘group ; perhaps just suficiont to live about a year or so on the resources 
of the forest coming in a radius of $ to 4 miles. 


‘The Bichor numbered 2542 individuals in the State of Bihar during 
the Thet Census taken in 1941, (#) Ab the time of Cantus they were 
distributed in Hazaribagh, Ravehi, Singbhum and Palamau Districts of 
Chotanagpur Division. ‘The population of the Birhor in 1801 was 1934 
only. But since then tho Birbor have wandered in the above mentioned 
‘Districts as sleo in the contiguous District of Manbhum, 


‘The Birhor have Jong since been called as expert rope makers and 
monkey hunters, During recent decades they havo acquired snother 
‘occupation of msking wooden tubs. ‘They make ropes from the bark of 
‘trooe, hunt wild monkeys to eat their flesh and sell their hide and manu- 
factare Kathauts made of wood. ‘Theso goods have a great demand among 
the neighbouring tribes and the Bichor find constant market, There 
‘are'come slack soasons, expecially rainy season when the production and 
tale of their manufactured goods decline and es @ result they pass on a 
‘very difficult time. Their means of subsistence urs too low to allow a saving 
‘which may Keep them for even o chort period of time, 


Very recently, since 1955, the Government cf Bibar bss attempted 
to rebabilitate a section of the migratory Bithor, A colony of 16 families 


was founded snd lands were procured for them—S acres per family for 
tivation, but. optill the time of writing this paper not all lands were 


reclaimed, Some families had, however, started kitchen gardens for 
fqrowing vegetables, This scheme was to supplement their traditional 
economy. ; 

‘The huts in the Tanda are scattered. ‘The’ hut of Ora Bonga, the 
lan god, in situated » little away from the huts of the Birhor. Even 
fat the newly built colony where the houses are-mud-built, the house of 
Ora Bonge is « leaf hut Kumbe, Thereare more than one olan inbabiting 


(1) Consus Report of Bihar 1951. 
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‘a Tanda and hense sovaral huts for the clan gods, But all the settlors 
‘are invariably related either by consanguine or affinal relationship. 


Every Bithor Tanda has s Mukhiya (head man), Mati (priest and/or 
witch doctor) and a Kotwar (watch man) who are officisls of the sottle- 
ment. Since 8.C.Roy wrote on the Birhor in 1935 it seems the 
traditions! name of the headman (pradhan), prieste (maya), eouvenor of 
meatings (digwar), witch doctor (sonkhs}have undergone change (2). Some 
of the roles have besa fused, such as that of the Mati, Naya and Sonkha; 
‘and some posts as that of Kotwar and Digwar have gone ont of use, ‘The 
services of the Mati ins Tanda aro required on altrituals and religious 
cerezsonies, His supernatural powers make him especially qualified to 
onl with the casos of illness which are presumed to be inflicted by evil 
eyes or spirits. The Mukbiya being always an experienced elder helps in 
solving ths problems of the settlers, It is his rospovsibility to offer 
storifices to Ora Bonga for the security and peace of the Tanda, and in 
‘case some calamity occurs he is nccused for not propitiating the god to 
ward of the evil. 


‘THE BIRHOR THEMSELVES ; 
In courso of the field work we came across one instance that the 
people got stirred and confused, Te was like this, Charwa (52) who was 
‘until recently, a settler at the newly bailt colony bad engaged hia son to 
work ina sandJoudiag operation at Banari, 5 miles where the 
Birhor lived in their traditional ieaf huts, In connivance with Charwa's 
son, a young boy of Banari kidnapped Budhu’s wife from Jebangutua, 
Later, one evening Dungal’s son fell and became uaconscious. Everyone 
ran to the boy; Manjira, Badhram and other Matis of the settlement 
‘bogun to use their charms, but of no avail. In this confasion, everyone's 
atcention was drawn towards Charwa, whose son had helped snother boy 
in the recent scandal, All began to whisper, and soon every one cried, 
“This unfortunate incident was because of him", Charwa also loarnt 
abontit after ho roturned from the forest, He was quiet, and quietiy he 
stphok eo a seins myths deed afi sing aks 
‘Tho flowing mori lo discovered him ey 
fuse na San Sor alae ee 


Tn the Birhor world an individual is nothing, ‘The consoiousness of 


self, which the anthropologists find so dominating in complex societies, is 


(2) 8.6, Roy, 1925, The Birhor, Man Tv Tai. Ranchi, 
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wply lacking among the Birbor, This is obvious in the life 
ore and in the anecdotes of the Birhor. From the’ preceding instance, itis 
clear that the role of an individual is insignificant amoug them. Neither 
the father of the ailing child, nor the man who was suspected to havo 
inflicted the evil, could find ways for themeolves While the former 
sought help from the settlers who willingly came to his rercue, the latter 
silently fed away, from thé colony. One thing, very evident from the 
occasions witnessed waa that a Birbor had very little of interest in initiat- 
ing «problem however helpful he mey think it to be for bis own self 
ABBirhor does not fear; but he always takes things lightly, In the 
pproveding onso it was ouly when the settlers gatherod round the ailing boy 
‘and began to whispor about the suspected evil eyes of Charwa, that the 
matter crested confusion, Otherwise it might have gone un-noticed. 
‘Thera in an allied incident to attest it, 


‘Tho wifo of Budhu a young Birhor of 24, of the sarae colony escaped 
from, her husband's bouse, Budhn was extremely sorry for his wife, 
and more for the bride-price he had paid for ber ; which he sald was 
extreme'y difficult to recover. He was helpless, Ho could not even 
‘assert himsel{ to his poople to fight for him and to get back bis wife. 
‘Neither the settlers showSd any anxiety, as it was evidenced on the former 
occasion, But this did not seem to reduce in any way the corporate and 
‘homoganeous life of the Birhor. 

‘Tho Bithor have little worry about their impulses. Though they donot 
hhave vigorous sex Ifo, as in some other tribes of the country, they donot 
hhave the problom of sex. So far it does not affect the incestuous relation. 
ship, sox license is given. But the Birhor restrain themselves from such 
cts, because of their boliet that over indulgence is harmful. ‘They give 
hore, an impression of a strong eelf-confidence, and ego.identity, which too 
‘again is evidenced from the life histories, In contrast to the sex: the 
Birhor have much anxieties about women ; to be more precise about their 
wives, Without wife a Birhor is scarcely a person. She is an asset, in 
many ways. he gives a statos to hor husband and lends help in all 
his spheres, right from economic to ritual. Tho link between husband 
‘and wife ia very close at some important rituals. 8 Birhor does not 
Gream of a divoroo and in fact it is extremely rare, It in pride for a 
Bichor to have two wives and thote who happen to get their elder 
brother's widow are considerd fortunate. A Birhor does not have strong 
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attachment with his pareats nor there is any reason for having conflict 
with parents, Even°ofter marriage, when s Birhor maa builds bis 
separate hut, he romains in close association with bis parents, Tn cases, 
‘where the parents are invalid, the sons look after them, collect food 

| and fel for them and do ell the rest without any reluctance, Usually « 
daughter goos away after marriage, but if in some eases sho stays with her 
hosband in her parents’ settlement, she has similar obligations to 
‘attend'to. "Tn tach cases-e)'son-inlaw bas a similar role, as the son, 
Parents, on the otherhand, do not interfere with their children, grown 
fons and daughters, and allow them to be quite independent. Invalid 
children are, however, a source of great anxiety for the parents. 


Wat is more important for « Birhor is thls relationship with the 
‘people of the Tanda (the settlement’. All the inhabitants of a Tanda goto 
the forest tegether for collecting fruits and berks of the trees. ‘The hunt- 
‘ing expedition, which they often undertake, neoessarily warrants ® co. 
operative effort of all the settlers. 


‘Tho Bithor of a Tands faoe the world together ss single group. 

When one is threatened ali are supposed to come to his support and usally 
they do eo. A Tanda at this level is thus a unity. In case, there is» 
‘conflict within the Tanda, whieh is egain'a raro, event, the Tanda splits, 
‘and one group mores down'to another place, A Birhcr looks to his Tands 
“as a ritual unity aloo, where all the Birhors are united among 


‘All this, howorer, does not deny the extension of Birhor world which 
primarily concentrates. round bia Tanda. A Birbor well recognises hia 
{fellow brethron who live at different pinces and whom they meet frequent 
ly-at-the markot places and ocossioaslly while on a trip to find bride oF 
test relatives. Bus this is not so much important A Birhor's interest lies 
‘somewhere olso : not in his relations with other men but his relations to 
NoteMan precisely God and nature, 


‘THE BIRHOR AND THE SUPERNATURAL WORLD : 


‘Tho Birbor recognise a jiowerful rpirit world around them and of a 
mysterious spiritus! force or energy bohin! various animate beings, inani- 
anste objects, natural or artificial amd even in certain immaterial things, 
euch as 6 spoken word, an expressed wish, a name or @ number. Their 
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sense of awe or wondering foar of the unseen spirit world has led them to 
doviso methods by which they expoct to entor into friendly relations w th 
‘the more important spiritual powers. fhe Bithor have personified these 
‘Powers as dongar or bhuis and déos—spirits and deities, and sasigned to each 
Of the more important ones a symbol, a habitation and a name, and ® 
suitable periodical sacrifice by which to concilinte them and enter into 
‘communion with them, In case such as thoso of omens and dreams, in 
‘which the spirit involved is not known, the Birbor seok to protect them- 
solver with the help and advice of the Mutie—(witeh doctor), who are #up~ 
poted to be always in communion with gods and spirits, 


‘To the Birhor the gsp between Ged wad Man is vory narrow. When 
‘8 Birhor goes to forest he is suid to carry God along with him, He stays 
day and night in the denso forest alone, cutting woods, skinning trees and 
making wooden tubs, In & local proverb forest is believed to be the 
home of tho Birhor, 


Whenever the Birhor shift theie Tanda from one place to another they 
first send two or three people, mostly Mutis—(witch doctors), to conduet 
4 pilot survey, choose a place and see if the gods or spirits will not be 
isturbed by their amp there. Only when the conditions are favourable, 
Birhors shift their Tanda to that place carrying with them the Bongss 
residing in the Tandas, It ja taken for granted that their Bongas will 
lead them to a safe abode. There is an interesting incident to note in this 
connection, When the Birhors of « Tanda stationed at Munjira were asked 
tosetiledown permanently at the above mentioned colony, they first showed 
reluctance, later with much persuasion they agreod, But when they agroad 
the neighbouring villagers dissuaded them, saying that the selected place 
{for settlement was inhabited by malevolent spirits. ‘They becamo afraid, 
Bat in order to be sure thay planned for a tost to find out whether oF 
‘not tho place in question is/a good one. They sont three people, one day 
rior to the scheduled date of their movement, along with monkey mete, 
bows and arrows, and few chickens. They sacrificed the chickens and 
Teft tho things overnight unguarded, Next morning they visitod.that 
place and found things unmoved. Thus they'were convinced that the 
place was undisarbed by the malevolent spirits and » good one for their 
habitation, In the evening the whole Tanda moved to the place selected 
{or their settlement. 
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The Supreme God of the Birhor is known as Singhongs, 
who does not take active interest in human affairs, but doce 
not ordinarily esuso barm to people, Singbonge is iavoked when the 
Birbor go oat on hunting and is offered always a white fowl, Burhi Mai, the 
Mother Goddess, stands next. She is supposed to be much interested in 
‘man and brings good luck, children and health, if properly propitiated, 


‘Tho god which ensures success in hunting expedition is ealled Chandé 
‘and he must be propitiated with sscrifices to ensure success in bunt, 
Bandar Bir, (baboon god), snd Hanuman Bir (monkey god) are other 
spirits which bring success in catching monkeys, 


Besides theeo three supernatural beings, a Birhor, propitiates bin 
clas spirits and Tanda spirite, called Manita Bhuts, which look after his 
welfare and the welfare of his clan and the Tenda people, There are 
many tutelary deities and spirits of the Birhor, but mention must be 
made of the sneestor spirits. According to the Birhor, death, unloss 
cause by violence, results from the miadeods of evil spirits, A Bichor 
After observing a ceremony includes all dead ancestors in the rank of 
ancestor apirita. But persons dying un-ostural death make a separate 
cadre of spirit, called the Haproms. If, however, these Haproms are 
‘ot regularly given food and drink, they provent success in bunting or 
invite outside epirits to cause sickness in the family. 


ABithor is slways pervaded with supernatural influences. Ho 
closely observes the ods nd spirits and dots pot want to work against 
thot. He desires to live together undistorbed, without disturbing the 
sods or spirits and without being disturbed by them. Ina sense the 
Birhor regard tho gods and spirits as their equals who pouew or have 
seqolerd & certain sanctity or rather ‘aucredness' and superior power, 
but are inclined to be friondly if kopt in good humour and supplied with 
food and shelter in due time, $ 


THE BIRHOR AND THE NATURAL WoRLD ; 


Tue Bithor live in forest. They depend on forest produce for thele 
living, “It in the nature, which they regard as the eare-taker oftheir life 
And living. A Birhor goes to forest to collect raw-materils for ropes, wild 
roots and frute to eat and to hunt monkeys for meat and skin. ‘They, use 
skin for making drums which add gaicty to their devices, ‘The migratory 
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Birhor do aot caltivate land. Tt is a taboo ; for they think that to 
ccaltivate land is to trouble the Dharati Mai—the Barth goddess. Tho 
Birhors boliove thats when they take out the bark of the trees to mals 
ropes, they do not hurt the trees; rather they help them in their growth. 
What the Bithor precisely meun is that shey do not exploit nature, 


‘the Bishor have in many ways clote association with th hill 
Besides it being the main source of their economy, every clan of the 
Birhor has a bill as te ancesteal home. In course of their wanderings 
they happen to coae serois vhoir ancosteal bome, after sorersl years; but 
thes do dot straight climb the hill. Bither they change their ronte, oF 
‘rorihip tho ancestral home-tod, before climbing the bill, Tho Bithor 
Tse totemie clans, Most of the clans derive their name from animals 


and plants. 

‘There are Birhors who have taken to-settled life called Jaghi Birhors, 
and who practise cultivation. Agriculture has certainly brought « 
‘hangs in their economic life, but it doos not soom to have affected their 
‘lationship with Nature, ‘hoy fael that they ate not exploiting mature, 
Tathor they feol that they are taking help of earth in order to lead a 
otter lif. Bat this dows not exslade them from offering prayers snd 
veoridoes to the Heth goldon. Offerings have to be mate to keep Earth 
(olor plond who in exchenge of offerings keeps the land always 
fortile. 

‘As has olready been exid tho migratory, (Uthla) Sirhors aro 
still in the collestirg stage of ecooomie life, the continual rain and the 
Qhundering sound of the clouds an! lightning present a dificult problem 
to them. Tho Bichor always fear rain, lightning and storm which wash 
off theit small leat-buts and the few belongings that they have snd even 
stop theie food quest. ‘The Birhor have, howerer, tried to devise magical 
trays to oonciliate with thoto natural forces, Whenvar there is a fear of 
fain, the youngest momber of tho family puts some wild flower into an 
fearthon pot, fills it with water and covers the mouth with » leaf which 
fe tied up with aatring round tho neck of the pot The pot is finally 
burried io the ground. Its belicved that this is sure to stop rain. 
Slenilarly af the eound of thunder or at tae sight of flashes of lightning a 
Rirhor woman throws a pestle, a Birhor man throws an axe into the open 
apace in front of his but to proveut the thuadoring wound of cloud, A 
similae process is followed by thom to stop the storms, 
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THE WORLD AND THE WORLD VIEW OF THE BIRHOR : 


Looking back to what has beon described in the foregoing pages, » 
‘conclusion may be drawn as follows ; 


The Birhor are an isolated people, ‘They Know that their 
censte people live at distant bills, ‘They frequently come across thelr 
neighbouring tribes and the Hindu peasants in market places. But as 
‘they are not of extensive nature they donot have any closo alliance ‘with 
there people. . 


‘A Birhor thinks less of himself, and more of his co-inbsbitants of ‘his 
‘Tenda. Ho is vitally associated with supernatural beings in his day to day 
affairs, A Birhor is not self-centred, he closely identifies bimself with 
the Birhor of hia and other settlements, and alto with the visible and 
invisible Not-Man. He is ofcourso often confronted with natural problems, 
But ho knows many effective ways of neutralising evil affects of spirits 
which surround bim snd also saving himself from various natural calamities 

poses in the forms of heavy tain, ntorm, thunder and 
aghaeae. ‘the most friendly ways to his bonefit in nature 
‘utilising its productions and resources for his living. 


Social Sciences and planned action of the Development 
programmes in under-developed areas 


Nervananp PATNAIx 
SOCIAL SCLENCES : 


Fanetional Anthropology, Sociology, Human Geography, Fundamental 
Education and Economics arc considered as sovial sciences, These 
elencs are no longer concerned only with academic 
studios. Now-a-days theit informations scientifically collected offer 
practical suggestions for the bettermeit of the under-developed people 
‘whom they study. Therefore social eciences have stepped into the picture 
in any scheme of social reconstruction either in tribal areas or iii urban 
or rural areas. But solence does not promise all miracles, Those, who 
believe in the all powerful nature of science, aro wrong. Science is a 
method, » discipline which enables to compare, to experiment, and to 
verify repeatedly, It thus makes thom to ask themselves, “Is i valid 1”, 
‘And all the stock of knowledge which we thus build up through long years 
of labour in the field and in tho laboratory is of potential usefulness 
in the betterment of human life. 


HUMAN ASPECT IN PLANNING : 

‘The experience of tho first five year plan has shown quite clearly 
that the economic life of the nation can be changed and life at the base 
ean bo rebuilt. How can this objective be achieved ? Inorder to do this 
‘a thorough knowledge about the people who are inyolved in change is 
needed. Changes can be broaght about by power and authority bat that 
Tends to the concentration of ‘power an ultimately to totalitarinnism. 
Changes can bo brought about in a different way, through a stimulation 
fand encouragement of initiative and leadership at the base, ‘That slone 
‘seems to be the way of democracy. 
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A REAL KNOWLEDGE ABOUT PHOPLE 18 REQUIRED: 


When one goes to the tribal aress, he finds, as it appoars to 
“him, that tho tribals aro poor, diseased and nasty, exploited and 
illiterate. Soeing them living in such a condition emotions in him are 
natarally aroused, “Naturally it also strikes him, “Everybody sees 
them leaving in this condition why not they do something to solve 
their problems 1" Actually nobody would be able to do anything 
about it unless it were very clear what it really is, It is the 
Business of the clentiets to determine objectively and unemotionslly 
‘what tho facts of tho matter are, And the Inowledge thos gained 
by scientific observation ard collection is of potential usefulness to 
administrators and social reformers who aro engaged in tribal and 
rural wolfate. ‘Though schemes of the development of river valley projects, 
lectrification, eradication of untouchability, controlling Pods eultivation 
‘and establishment of colonization are being implemented in tribal and 
rural aroas, it is quite evident that the general attitude of the people has 
remained passive and there is much inertia at the base level of raral 
life. Compared to the big and useful plas of development prepared by 
experts by putting in them their sincere wisdom and time and 
the abundant use.of money and exercise of authority and administration 
‘to build up the eounteyside the chango that seoms to have in existenoo 
towards the bottorment of the rural areas particularly tribal areas is 
‘hegligible, Why that iso t One of the important factors which promote 
human improvement is the human aspect. This aspeot seems to have 
‘been over looked in the planning and execution of development progammes, 
‘Tho second important factor which comes in the way of economic relorms 
‘and does not allow progress is casto traditions and rural reeistances and 
difficulties which are being bypassed and not confronted or solved while 
introducing innovations and implementing plans. ‘Therefor for bettr 
result enoagh attention is to be given fo put human aspect in planning 
‘and to study casto traditions and rursl resistances, ‘Tbe information 
gathered on these topics can he used for scientific generalizations and 
‘thus indirectly to the solution of the social problems of the community 
concerned. 


ACTION AND RESEARCH SHOULD GO HAND IN HAND: 


‘To achieve the objective of the rural development programmes 
(including tribal welfare schemes ) a fall advantage of experience js 
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taken as the programme dovelops. Many improved practices 
‘are being introduced in tribal and rural areas for their develop- 
mont. Some of them are adopted and some areabandoned by the 
people, It is also ween that while introducting some improved idens 
in the backward areas somo methods seem more effective with particula 
‘groups than others. To take tho fallst advantage of experience of work- 
‘ng in backward areas tho resistances raised against accopting some now 
ideas and quick adeptations of certain other improved practices recom- 
mended for the villages, should be kept under continuous analysis, 
Each and every fiold worker and tho ndministrators executing the 
ifferent welfare programmes thould take caro to evaluate their own 
‘works critically and thoroughly. Systematic analysis of their work is 
the best woy to make their futuro efforts more effective. A little time 
spent today in thinking over yesterday's mistakes and successes usually 
‘will carry one farther than a great deal more time spent tomorrow plunging 
‘thoughtloesly ahead on a set course, ‘Tho experts of Tribal Research 
Bureau which is opened as an integral part of the Department of Teibal 
and Rural Wolfare es help field workers in keep'ng records of weltafe 
‘activities for evaluation and can also help the autherities to draft suitable 
plans of welfaro for different communities inhabiting different localities 
‘on the basis of their ecientife knowledge about people of different cultural 
zones. “There should be more of “gob together” meeting among the 
Distriot Welfare Oficors and other Ofleers who aro working directly on 
the field and enough freedom should be given to them to express their 
toalings and experienoss of working in the fields. In these mostings the 
specialists of Tribal Research Bureast should be invited to participate and 
to give suggestions wherever necessary. 


A WORD OF CAUTION : 


‘Some time back our Prime Minister hes expressed his concern that 
{vis not material achievement in rural oreas through welfare schemee— 
much sdditional food grown, so many pew houses built, #0 many new 
schools and dispensaries opened, so many colonies established, so many 
miles of road constructed and so on snd so forth—that is important, But 
‘what is more important of all types of Rural Development programmes 
fs how to give the initiative to the people in those things, how to 
‘bestow them that sense of partnership, that sense of purpose, that 
‘eagernees to do things #0 that the welfaro programmes not only bring 
about material advancement but also build the people as builders not only 
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‘of thoir villagea bat in's larger seale of India, How can the conscioumess 
of the poople be aroused s0 that they ean try on their own initiative to 
solve their own problems t This oan be brought about by “Community. 
education”. When the community has reached the place through ite 
‘own meetings through its selection of problema and ita study 
0 sec out the services of professional” technicians in 
‘understanding more fully how to go about solving the 


* problems, it is evident that the people are sircore and take their 


initiative, The trouble throughout the world is ( Egypt, India, Pureto 
Rico, Pakistan or British Guians ) that the technicians have ‘taken or are 
taking the role of community education and they really are seldom 
prepared for this. Further mote, even when they have some of the 
Preparations and disrositions for it, the forces work against them. ‘They 
either throagh their own nature or from pressure from others are oompelled 
40 prosent the new for tLe things they know about or they have at their 
disposal to implement scoording to Government Instructions before 31st 
‘Mareh—chicken raising, grain gola bulding or a colony establishing for 
‘examples—and these become more important than peop! 1 And it is 
justified bocanse poopie are hungry, and they bave to have more bees, 
‘more rice, more chickens ete., ote, ete. ‘Since this is true, why should 
the technicians be too greatly troubled with the social process ? Therefore 
® complain is hoard from the anslyste or Anthropologists who aro 
employed in Tribal Welfaro Department and in Community Development 
Projects that it is » difficult problem to get the co-operation of the 
different technicians and administrators in their research and evalu ‘ion. 
Now it is clear why such » co-operation is lacking. The arcas of concern 
of follows like appliod anthropologists, wociclogists ete., are not those of the 
Sochnicians who are the get-up-and-dovit boys. The lack of co-operation 
‘may also bo dus to that thore is doubt in the mind of some of the authorities 
‘aa to the need for making research and analysis part of their work, lack 
~of time and opportunity on their part to go slow by trending the ground 
coutiously and finally leck of faith as to the benefits that they would 
derive from such oSllsboration, This is serious matter ay the scientists 
‘will not be able to develop an adi quate programme of analysis while this 
attitude of scepticism persists, | And this scepticism nnd the attitude of 
non-co-operation cannot be changed unless tho social scientists prove thas 
their scientific knowledge is the most useful for solving some of the prsc- 
‘icatproblems which mostly coneaen the administrators and the field workers, 
Some of the resistances that eoma from the field workers aro derived trom 
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‘tho threat thet all of us find in any bind of evalustion experiences. No“ 
body really likes his work to be evaluated by another fellow. That is why 
in planning any research project and communicating its resulta the social 
toiontists and analysts should take great pains not to state facts and con- 
lusions in such a way that they appear to be making moral judgments 
and giving field people directives for action, Also while collecting date 
in the field and contacting various people they should not leave any 


improssion in them that they are officials collecting informations which are ° 


to be used for considering promotion of ome workers and dismissal of 
tome other workers, If any such doubt arises in the mind of any field 
staff then the authenticity ofthe information is invalidated, In order to 
make the dats, which the scientiste collect from the ficld, potentially use- 
{al tho scientists themselves should be self-disciplined and try to convinee 
‘the field workers clourly that their funetion is to holp them to evaluate 
‘hoir work and make valid decisions by themselves. If this can be achieved 
‘by the social scientists working as part und parcel of either governmental 
or non-governmental development projects then they can be ealled upon to 
discover the local economic, cultural and social sot-up as well as the existin 
‘prejudices as to steer cloar as far as porsible of the rocks which lay in the 
bed of the stream of rural reconstruction projects, 


Vocational Education in the Ashram Schools 
‘Biswaxata Smaw 


The Ashram Schools established and managed by tho ‘Tribal and 
Rural Welfaro Department: in Orissa may be termed as Residential Multi« 
purpose Midale Schools, ‘The syllabus, prescribed by the State Education 
Department for the middle echool and & vocational course proscribed by 
the Tribel and Rural Welfare Department are introduced in the Ashram 
Schools. Mach pupil of the Ashram School is required to take up 
Agriculture and Spinning as compulsory subjecte and one of the crafts 
presented as additional subject in addition to the subjects prescribed under 
the middle achoot syllabus for the Common Examination at the end of 
cles VIL. Weaving, ‘Tailoring, Carpentry and Smithy are the main 
ratte introduced io the Ashram Schools as Additional Orafts. An Adibasi 
child, thus prepares himself for the examination of lifo which he is to face 
in the society, while he prepares bimeelf for the Common Middle School 
Examination under the Education Depirtment. ‘The object of euch 
type of education is to make tho Adibasi children selfsufficiont at the ond 
of their Ashrsm School oarcer. In ease an Adibasi child doos not go for 
higher education or does not profer a job ina Government office or private 
firm, he oan be able to eara his livelibood as an independent worker in tho 
society with the help of the craft he learns inthe Ashram School. ‘The 
‘Tribal and Baral Welfare Department of Orissa has no doubt taken a lead 
in referming the system of education in the state, from which the Bdu- 
ceution Department bas much to learn. The system of education in the 
Ashram Scheols should be properly studied and considered by the Eau 
ation Department while going to introduce new reforms in the traditional 
system of education in the state, 


Although voestionsl eduoation is considered as the most important 
acpect of Arhram Education, it bas not yet been made systematic ond 


3 


‘Adibusi 


scientific, Tho aim of the writer is to give some suggestions for the 
improvement of vocations! education in our Ashram Schools throagh this 
ticle, 


‘A SYLLABUS NECESSARY: 


In tho absence of standard end graded aylIabutes on different erafte 
introduced in the Ashram Schools, It isnot possible to have ® required 
standard of vocational education in all Ashram Schools in the state, In the 
‘absence of a syllabus tho standard and the progress on vooational subjects 
‘mainly depend on the individual merit and choice of the Craft Instructor 
‘eoncerned. We cannot also expect the Craft Instructors to frame standard 
tnd graded syllabuses on their subjects. It is w dificult task and only 
persons capable for the samo should be entrusted with the task of framing 
fryllabases on crafts for the Ashram Schools, The age of the pupils, 
uration of the course, time available for crafts and pressure of curricular 
stady should be taken into consideration while framing the syallabuses. 
‘Tho ryallabus should include both thoury aud practige in proportion. 


INSTRUCTIONAL STAPF : 


Qualified staff is quite essential for the successful training in crafts 
‘ana for the implementation of a standard and graded syallabus, ‘The Craft 
Tmtructors of the Abram Schools showkd have both theoretical knowlodge 
‘and practical experience in theie respective erafte with » minimum educa 
tional qualification. ‘The Craft Instructors like other Assistant Teachers 
tre required to reside in the Ashram eampus and to remain in charge of 
‘group of children as Ashram-guardian, Ts it, therefore, essential that they 
should know how to behave with the Adibasi children and how to guide them 
intheirday today activities in the Ashram School, There is much difference 
‘betwen the duties and responsibilities of a Craft Instructor in an Ashram 
Schoo! and a Craft Instructor in an Industrial School. In an Industrial 
‘School the Instructors’ main concern is crafts but in an Ashram School 
the main concern is not the erafts but the child, Refresher Courses in 
instructorship for the Craft Instructors of the Ashram Schools are quite 
‘essential, which can bearranged in the Training Schools under the ‘Tribal 
‘and Baral Welfare Department. 


EXAMINATION : 


Examination has remained to be a controversial topic obly ss, far 
‘as its method ia concerned; but ita necessity for the assessment of pro- 
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grems of the child in various(fields oan never be denied. Examinations 
not only help the teachers to judge the merit aud progress of the children; 
but they also help'the children to judge their own merit and progress toa 
‘great extent, There should be both periodical and final examinations on 
crafta in Ashram Schools, which may inclnde practical work snd theoreti 
‘eal test. 80%of the total marks on erafts may be allotted on practical and 
the rost 20% on theory. Half of the marks allotted for practical may be 
asacssed by the Oraft Instructor concetned from the day to day activities 
‘of the child and the reat st the end of the year from the work set” and 
done by the pupils in s particular period, 


INSPECTION : 


‘The Ashram Schools are generally itepected by the officers of the 
‘Tribal and Baral Welfare Department and the Inspecting Officers ot the 
‘Education Department, The former ones aro iaterested in the sdministra- 
tive affairs and the Istter ones are particular only about the progress of 
the curricular study and the most important aspect of tho Ashram 
‘Educa’ion remains uninspected for ever. Some of these officers might be 
Interested in erafts; bat dus to lack of tecknieal knowledge they are not 
expected todo anything substantial as far as the inspection of the 
‘vooational education of the Ashram School is concerned, Education should 
‘bo considered as technical as poultry farming and research work under the 
Tribal and Rural Welfare Department and like the Poultry Officer and 
‘Research Officer, the appointment of sn Education officer is essential to 
ook into the organisation of the Ashram and Sevashram Schools under 
‘the Department even though the Education Department has been entrus- 
ted with the responsibility of inspection of these institutions, A Craft 


. Inspector may be appointed to inspect the craft sections of the Ashram 


Schools and to offer instruction to the Craft Instructors. 
VOOATIONAL GUIDANCE: 


‘The Ashram Baacation generally begins from class TV, when the 
newly admitted pupils are asked to scleot a particular craft for himand in 
‘mosteases instead of the pupil himself, the teachors make » selection. 
Bither of tho two is unscientific and unpsychological. Tho selection of 
crafts for ditferent pupils should not be guided by the whim or choice of © 
the pupils or teachers. It should be based on tcientifio principles, ‘There 
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should be ample facility and provision for vosationsl guidance in. the 
Ashram Seboola, Tt will not be beneficial to allot a particular craft to 
articular child in which he finds no interest and for which be is nob 
physically and mentally fit. Tho Head Master and Assistant Teachers of 
‘Ashritm Schools should have some working ides on Vocational guidance 
fund the subject should also bo included in the Teachers’ Training School 
Currionlum ss it is not possible to. appoint specialists on vocational. 
‘guidance for the Ashram Schools. Vocational and educational guidance 
servied is ons of the most important aspect of American echools and even 
‘mnaller schools do not Inck in the saute, 


Bhanja Purans of Mayurbhanj 
‘Sarva Nanayaw Misna 


While traversing slong the fringes of the Sadar and Panchapie 
subdivision of Mayurbhanj district, you will ofcourse come serosa with 
the Patan people—a black people with rather high forobeade end 
Prominent eyes. You may leo seo thom around Rairangpur in Baman- 
hati, Baripada and Tatoo area of Panchapir subdivision. In outward 
‘pearance you will find them in no way different from the Santal or Ho 
‘who are their close neighbours, 


‘There are two classes of Purans in this district—the “Bhanje Purans'* 
nd the “Tamadia Purans". Until very recently both these clamsee wore 
considered to be of the same origin as they bear the common name of 
Paran, but a close study of their social customs will load any one to think 
that they are divergent in their ethnological origin, Inter-dining, inter~ 
‘marital ties and other social links between these two communities are 
prohibited, 


Until the your 1931, the Census authorities did not enumerate 
Bhanja Purans and Tamadia Purans separately but computed them with 
Bhanjas—another exogamous group, In 1981 Consus the population of 
‘Bhanje Parans and Tamadia Porans was 19,605 and 3,196 persons reapoct. 
ively.” The subsequent Census figures of 1941 and 1951. are silent on 
this point, ¢ 


‘The Bhanje Purans are divided into dozen septs according to the 
titlos they carry with their names. Each of these sopts in exogimous, 
‘The following aro different titles borne by the Bhanja Purana ;— 


1. Dhal 2. Bee 3. Bhanja 
|. Tiperia 5. Dhungio 6. Tung 
1. Raj 8, Thyal 9. Deo 
10. Patbandha 11. Divi 12 Bhoi 
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‘To nll intents and purposes, they were believed to be vory nesely 
‘allied to the Bhanjas, slike the Bhanjas and Bathuris they wear tbo 
sacred thread and consider themsolvos tobe of Khatriya origin. The 
Temadin Purans claim that they are byt « scion of the Bhanje Purane, 
‘but because they had migrated to Tamar of Ranchi district for some time 
(like the Tamaria Bhumijas) and returned eventually, they have been 
considered to be desorters of renegades, and therefore have been socially 


down-graded. 


‘Tho present estimate of their social status is that they are now com 
pletely Hinduisod, Hover they were a Scheduled Tribe or Scheduled 
Caste, they aro no miore considered to by the highor caste Hindus, ‘They 
enjoy the services of the Brahmin, Barber and Washerman, ‘They neither 
take fowl nor any alcoholic drinks. Marriago amongst them was both 
‘adult and fiafant but of late adult marriages havo rather been the rule than, 
{be xzepton. Bre price amount o Rs, 10)- and over and four pieces 


‘Tho marriage ceremony is usually held in the bride's house, Both 
‘males and females use to join in the marrisgo party, but recently there 
‘haa been « tendency to discontinue the practice of allowing females to join 
the marriage procossion. Divorce and widow marriage are allowed freely. 
‘The mourning period for adults Insts for 10 days, They practise both 
the methods of cremating and burying their dead. ‘They have no danoo 
of their own and they donot take part in any other tribal dance. Some 
cof the members of the oaste have been initiated into Vaishnavism, ‘The 
primary occupation of the Bhanjs Purans is now cultivation, The Taradia 
Puranas make flattened rice, They speak the Oriya language with a 
fow colloquialism mixed up. 

Some time back the Bhanjs Puranas demanded to be included in 
the list of Scheduled Tribes and their demand was accepted, ae 
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